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A: Our priority is to provide assistance to those who face daily challenges within our key priority areas; Health, Equality, Learning 
and Poverty (HELP). In addition we offer support in the form of delivery and/or partnership to external charities and other 
organisations who offer value in the community and whose principles fit within these key priority areas.

1. Improve Health
2. Promote Equality
3. Encourage Learning
4. Tackle Poverty

A: Celtic FC Foundation upholds and promotes the charitable principles and heritage of Celtic Football Club. In doing so, Celtic FC 
Foundation delivers change and purpose to the Celtic Family and beyond. The social principles, key priorities, aims and objectives 
of Celtic Charity Fund (established in 1995) and the Celtic Foundation (established in 2006) were so clearly aligned, it was agreed 
that the natural progression was for both units to become a new, stronger Scottish Charity with a wider role and greater reach. 
This new entity, Celtic FC Foundation is a registered Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (number SC024648) with its 
registered office at Celtic Park, Glasgow, G40 3RE.

There are currently six members on our Board of Trustees. The Trustees are responsible for ensuring the charitable traditions and 
values of the Celtic FC Foundation are maintained, while managing, agreeing and actioning the distribution of funds.

• Chairman - Chris Traynor, CEO, BE Capital Group
• Peter Lawwell, CEO, Celtic Football Club
• Gavin Kelly, CEO, Kinmont Advisory Group
• Eric Riley, Non Executive Director of the Board, Celtic PLC
• Adrian Filby, Commercial Director, Celtic Football Club
• Stephen Glancey, CEO, C&C Group

What is the priority of Celtic FC Foundation?

we aim to:

who are we?

Celtic FC Foundation Trustees
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HE walked 100 miles for one of his goals. 

Roddy MacIsaac has been travelling down from Oban for Celtic 
matches for more than 40 years. But his desire to support 
Celtic FC Foundation has seen him decline a lift on the Oban 
No.1 Supporters’ Bus and walk to Glasgow with two of his mates 
to raise money for the charity. 

Roddy, 58, who runs a garage in Oban, also has indulged in 
the footballer’s cliché of having a mountain to climb. He has 
ascended Ben Nevis twice to raise money for the Foundation.

“I first became involved with Celtic’s charitable side when one 
of the trustees phoned me and said he was going to give money 
to help children’s concerts at Oban High School. I have been 
travelling to Celtic games since I was 16 and I felt that this 
charitable side of Celtic was a marvellous thing and I wanted to 
be part of it,” said Roddy.

“In the 125th anniversary year, the club was encouraging 
supporters to do something different for charity so we came up 
with the idea of walking to Glasgow. It took about a week but it 
was great fun. I have also done the Ben Nevis challenge twice 
and I loved that. It gave me a goal and it was good for my health 
because I lost a bit of weight and got fitter,” he said.

Roddy is keen to emphasise what his efforts for Celtic FC 
Foundation has given him and his family. “Basically, my life is 
about family, work and Celtic. And a beer. And they all tie in,” he 
said with a laugh. “But the charity walk and climbs have helped 
me mentally and physically. I think when you become fitter you 
become sharper mentally. I lost a stone and a half preparing for 
the Ben Nevis climb and I felt better for it mentally.”

He and his wife, Tootsie, and sons Shonnie and Michael, travel 
to most Celtic games. “I am secretary of the supporters’ club 
and we have 55 members from 80-odd down to 10 or 11 years of 
age. Celtic is a big part of my life and I am on the website every 
night, checking news or trying to arrange tickets. 

“I believe the Foundation is a huge part of the ethos of the club. 
Charity is part of the fabric at Celtic and I am delighted as a 
supporter to be part of that. One of the great things about the 
Foundation is that the team who run it are all Celtic fans. We 
see them at Dingwall, Dundee wherever. It is not just a job for 
them.”

Roddy, too, knows how personal contact can help people who 
have difficulties. “One of our children [Shonnie] has Down’s 
Syndrome and I know the Foundation helps such children. 

He is now 22 and a season ticket holder and he loves Celtic and 
going to matches. At Celtic Park he goes up to the Kerrydale 
Suite and he is a magnet for people wanting to chat with him. 
He loves his football.”

Roddy believes supporters’ clubs have a strong role to play in 
raising money for the Foundation. “Three years ago our club 
raised £1000 for Mary’s Meals and we are keen to do more. A 
good number of Celtic supporters now know more about the 
Foundation and the message has to be pushed that the fans 
can help it achieve its goals. 

“The more people know about it. The more they buy into it. I 
have loved my association with it. If you get involved in it, it 
catches you up. You get swept up in it.”

Tootsie agrees: “We know with our experience with Shonnie 
that is good to have support and we have had great fun with the 
Foundation. This Foundation works all over the world but it is 
all about helping those who do not have what we have.

“Money goes to deprived areas and you have to look back to 
how you were 20 years ago when Christmas did not end until 
March because that is when the bills were finally paid. It is all 
about what you can give back.”

It is, too, about being a Celtic fan and a Foundation supporter. 

roddy macisaac never walks alone
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THERE is a moment every morning when life pauses for Joe 
Mearns.

“I wake up and look forward to the day and then stop to see 
if I am still dreaming,” says the 22-year-old. There is a simple 
reason for his brief feeling that his life has strained belief. Joe is 
working for the club he loves, doing a job he loves.

“I just can’t keep the smile off my face,” he says. “This is the 
happiest I have ever been. I have never wanted anything else. 
This is a dream come true.” The last sentence may be a cliché 
but no one listening to Joe can doubt his sincerity. 

He is a remarkable young man with an extraordinary story. He 
reaches for a cup of tea with his foot and proceeds to tell the 
tale of a life that has reached a wonderful fulfilment despite a 
profound disability.

“I was born with no arms,” Joe says simply. “I also have scoliosis 
of the spine.” He has become fantastically adept with his feet, 
working his phone between two toes as we speak. “My mum 
put things between my toes since a young age so I can do 
everything. The family even ask me to sort the computer out 
when they can’t.”

But Joe found that all his graft, his willingness to overcome 
hurdles and his strength of spirit could not quite find him a 
job. Then came Celtic FC Foundation’s Cashback Gateway to 
Employment project. 

“I was told about it at the Job Centre,” says Joe who lives in 
Tollcross with his mum, dad, brother and sister. 

“I came along and was determined to get a place on the project 
and a job,” he says. He was given his chance. He took it with a 
sureness that would befit Henrik Larsson.

The project ended in November and Joe now works 16 hours a 
week at Celtic Park as a Community Coach.

Allan Campbell, Employability Coordinator at Celtic FC 
Foundation, states simply: “Joe has been outstanding. He is 
always on time, always gives his best.”

For Joe, the job has bolstered his confidence. “I am now much 
better at talking to people,” he says. “When I was younger, I 
bothered about people looking at me. But I do not worry now 

and I tell other kids that, especially the ones with disabilities. 
You can do whatever you want if you put your mind to it.”

Joe’s commitment is unfailing. “I have always given 100 per 
cent. I am aiming to stay on. My contract ends in October 
and hopefully I will get kept on. I will do everything to make it 
possible.”

Joe, a season ticket holder at Celtic Park, walks past his seat 
as he skirts the park en route to his work. He stays on after his 
allotted hours and has been known to indulge in his love for the 
club.

“When Allan takes a group on a tour, I sneak in behind him. I 
have been round a million times but I still enjoy it. This is the 
club I support and I love learning about it.”

Joe’s family are rightfully proud of him. His mum is a home 
help and his dad works night shift as a hospital cleaner. “They 
keep saying to me that I am the only person in the world that 
goes to their work with a smile on their face,” says Joe with 
his trademark grin. “This is the happiest I have ever been. I set 
myself a goal and I achieved it. I am proud of that.” His brother 
and sister, too, are impressed by the lad who does not let 
anything dent his will to succeed in life.

But Joe’s story is not just one of personal success. He is 
aware that he is now helping others. His disability gives 
him an empathy with some of the children who come to his 
coaching classes. They have various challenges and Joe says: 
“I understand them a bit more. I know where they are coming 
from. There was a kid who has Down’s Syndrome and she told 
her mum that she wanted to do football, not dancing, because 
I understood her. She said: ‘He just gets me, he knows how to 
help me’.”

He adds: “I suppose I just had patience with her. Perhaps she 
looked at me and thought that I had my problems and come 
through them.”

Perhaps, she was simply inspired. It is hard not to be when one 
is in the company of Joe Mearns.

not your average joe



West of Scotland Housing Association (WSHA) strives to make 
a difference to the lives of their tenants and communities 
which is achieved through delivery of a number of services by 
their Regeneration Services Team.

One project that WSHA delivers is in partnership with Celtic FC 
Foundation – Gateway to Health. Maisie O’Brien, Regneration 
Services Manager at WSHA, said: “We had a tenant whose life 
was chaotic. She had difficulty with a relationship she was in. 
As part of a Gateway to Health scheme, she was able to look 
at some of the issues in her life and take time out to address 
them. She could then think about where she wanted to go and 
she ended up going to college and achieving qualifications that 
ultimately changed her life.”

She adds: “Her path is different now. She said that without the 
programme her life would not have changed.”

So what does West of Scotland Housing Association do?

“We are a regulated social landlord that has homes across the 
west of Scotland including East Glasgow,” says Maisie.

“Apart from providing the bread and butter house management, 
estate management, repairs etc. we also have an area of the 
business called regeneration services which I am responsible 
for.”

Maisie explains that this means providing support for tenants 
when they are experiencing difficulties. This help is tailored 
to individuals but there are also community programmes and 
some of the work with Celtic FC Foundation is centred on 
those.

“We deliver lots of different programmes and services across 
multiple communities. The underlying principle behind them 
is that they are directly led by our tenants and the community. 
They are involved in consultations and they tell us what they 
need and what they would like to see happening. It is up to us 
to work to make that happen. “

These include such schemes as the Club 60 where older 
people, who may be lonely, are encouraged and helped to take 
part in activities, including art and music. There has also been a 
programme to tackle issues raised by early onset dementia.

“That has grown arms and legs. It started small scale in 
Glasgow and has extended to other local authority areas now,” 
says Maisie. 

The association also helps with money and energy advice. 
“People can be experiencing significant debt issues and we 
help them address that. In a lot of instances we have managed 
to get debt written off,” says Maisie. 

Some tenants become “self-disconnected”, that is they cut off 
their energy supply because of concerns over costs. Maisie 
says: “We work with them to get them back on line and make 
sure they can afford that by helping find the best tariffs.”

But there is an underlying ethos behind her work.

“Some of the tenants we support have multiple issues in their 
lives and we help support them with these. We seek to improve 
their well-being, mentally and physically.”

The partnership with Celtic FC Foundation began with a project 
focused on Camlachie/Barrowfield.

“We shared common aims in that we wanted to engage with 
children and young people and support them in getting involved 
in positive sporting activities that would improve their physical 
health and also divert them away from things they should not 
be getting involved in.”

The pilot schemes have been successful and the Association, 
Clyde Gateway and the Foundation have all developed a 
successful partnership in other schemes.

“One of the good examples of us working together was 
what was then called the Gateway to Health programme,” 
said Maisie. “That idea came from our tenants in Camlachie 
who basically said that they could not sustain employment 
programmes through health issues. They were so far removed 
from working that they needed something prior to that, 
something focused on physical and emotional health. That led 
us to how we could design a programme to meet the needs of 
people who were quite far away from the labour market.”

A successful programme was set up to improve physical and 
emotional well-being.

“That programme has grown and grown,” says Maisie. “The 
model has evolved. It is phenomenal how it has impacted on 
people’s lives.”

She adds: “We recognise that we can build affordable houses 
but we must support people. We must care about the people 
who live in our houses.”

This is a housing association with a strong purpose to improve 
people’s lives beyond bricks and mortar. Celtic has helped 
provide a strong foundation.

MAISIE O’BRIENmeet the partner
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Zip Slide in Paradise - Saturday, March 26, 2016
This will take place on Saturday, March 26, 2016 at Celtic Park, and 
this year’s ‘slide’ will be even more exhilarating and challenging 
than ever. If you thought last year’s route was a buzz, we have 
great news for you – this year’s version is even higher and longer. 
Participants will ‘slide’ diagonally from East to West, leaving from 
the very top corner of the North Stand seating deck, at the Lisbon 
Lions stand side and gliding all the way across to the lower corner 
of the Jock Stein stand at the Main Stand side.

All we ask is that you commit to raising a minimum of £125 (after 
entry fee) for Celtic FC Foundation. 

To get a feel for what’s in-store you can check out Celtic TV’s 
coverage of last year’s Zip Slide in Paradise Event. The video is 
available now on Freeview.

Places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis and a 
non-refundable registration fee of £30 per person is required upon 
booking. 

Annual Sporting Dinner - Thursday, March 31, 2016
(SOLD OUT)
This flagship event is an evening of top-class entertainment with 
an after-dinner speaker, an auction and raffle hosted by Andy 
Cameron, silent auction and fantastic four-course meal. The main 
beneficiary is our suite of Ability Counts projects.

Badge Day
We will host our annual charity Badge Day at a home before the 
end of this season. This year, Celtic FC Foundation are asking 
children and young people between the ages of seven and 16, to 
use their creative flair and design our badge for 2016.

For more details, please visit – www.celticfcfoundation.com

Season Ticket Renewals – May/June 2016 
Once again, supporters will be given the opportunity to donate to 
Celtic FC Foundation through their season ticket renewal process 
and support our Ability Counts projects.

The H.E.L.P. Pilgrimage – Date TBC
In association with our Supporters’ Committee, we will host this 
new sponsored walking event, incorporating four historically 
significant Celtic sites under the Foundation’s banner of HELP. 

1888 Charity Shield – Saturday, June 18, 2016 
The annual seven-a-side tournament will return this year with 
teams taking up the challenge at Celtic FC’s Training Centre at 
Lennoxtown. 

Beneficiary: Inspiring Sport project. This initiative will provide 
physical activity in sport for young people with severe and complex 
disabilities and also, working closely with all 13 Scottish Disability 
Sport branches across Scotland, establish a series of pan-disability 
events and programmes with a focus on severe impairments.

Golf Day – Thursday, June 23, 2016 
Given the huge success of the Foundation’s sold-out 2015 event, 
demand is expected to be high for our 2016 event and golfers are 
encouraged to book early to avoid disappointment.
The 2016 beneficiary will be Celtic FC Foundation’s award-winning 
Ability Counts project.

what’s on!

Celtic FC Foundation is a registered Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (number SC024648) with its registered office at Celtic Park, Glasgow, G40 3RE.

At Celtic FC Foundation we are here to tackle issues that will improve the lives of vulnerable children and adults in Glasgow and 
beyond. But we need your help to do this.

Text CELT07 followed by £1, £5 or £10 to 70070 or donate online at www.celticfcfoundation.com

Improve Health. Promote Equality. Encourage Learning. Tackle Poverty.

WE AIM TO:

Telephone: +44 141 551 4321 - Email: cfcfoundation@celticfc.co.uk - Twitter: @FoundationCFC - Facebook: Celtic FC Foundation


